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Dallas businessman set to 
take majority stake in Canes 


ROSE BACA AP 


Thomas Dundon, former CEO of Santander Consumer USA, has 
signed a deal to buy a controlling interest in the Carolina Hurricanes. 


BY CHIP ALEXANDER 
calexander@newsobserver.com 


The Carolina Hurricanes will 
soon have a new majority own- 
er. 

Tom Dundon, a Dallas busi- 
nessman, has signed a purchase 
agreement to buy a controlling 
interest in the team from Peter 
Karmanos Jr., NHL commission- 
er Gary Bettman said Thursday. 
Bettman said the agreement 
was signed Wednesday night. 

Bettman said the transaction 
was not completed but could be 
in the next few weeks. Bettman 
also said the team would remain 


in Raleigh. 

Dundon, 45, and Karmanos 
appeared Thursday before the 
NHL board of governors exec- 
utive committee at Manalapan, 
Fla., to discuss the pending sale. 
A formal vote of the board is 
required for a change in owner- 
ship after the vetting process is 
completed. 

“T am thrilled to continue to 
build upon what Peter Karma- 
nos started in Raleigh,” Dundon 
said Thursday in a statement. 
“The Hurricanes are a team on 
the rise, and I believe we have 
an opportunity to take the fran- 
chise to the next level. I’m ready 
to get to work.” 
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Decock: Deal gives Canes a chance to start 
afresh. 1B 


Karmanos will remain as a 
minority owner of a franchise he 
bought in 1994 and brought to 
North Carolina in 1997. Media 
reports Thursday had Dundon 
buying 52 percent of the team. 

“Tom has had tremendous 
success in business, and I fully 
expect that to continue as he 
takes control of the Hurri- 
canes,” Karmanos said in a 
statement. “I look forward to 
working with him, and bringing 
another Stanley Cup to North 
Carolina.” 

At Thursday’s quarterly meet- 
ing of the Centennial Authority, 
the public board that adminis- 
ters PNC Arena, the authority 
went into closed session to hear 
an update on the sale from 
chairman Thomas McCormick, 


SEE CANES, 7A 


New lab 
expected 
to speed 
justice 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
North Carolina’s slow crimi- 
nal justice system just got a little 

more efficient. 

Attorney General Josh Stein 
traveled to Henderson County 
this weekend for the ribbon- 
cutting at a new State Crime 
Lab office for Western North 
Carolina. There has been a re- 
gional lab in Asheville since the 
1980s but the new one in Ed- 
neyville is twice as big and will 
be able to handle more types of 
evidence. 

About 20 new employees will 
help the lab focus on drug evi- 
dence - useful in combating the 
opioid epidemic - and DNA 
evidence, which could help the 
state cut a backlog of untested 
evidence from rape kits. 

The new lab cost $16 million 
to build. It got started under 
Stein’s predecessor Roy Cooper, 
who is now the governor. On 
Tuesday at a Council of State 
meeting, the attorney general 
said both Cooper, who like Stein 
is a Democrat, and the N.C. 
General Assembly, which is led 
by Republicans, deserve credit. 

“T thank the legislature be- 
cause they stepped up and rec- 
ognized the need,” Stein said. 
“Tt will speed up the disposition 
of justice.” 

The U.S. Constitution guaran- 
tees the right to a speedy trial. 
And in the past, North Carolina 
has sometimes dismissed charg- 
es - ranging from drunken 
driving to murder - because of 
lengthy delays that prosecutors 
blamed on the crime lab. 

The State Crime Lab is in 
charge of analyzing forensic 
evidence like DNA, fingerprints, 
bullet fragments and blood 
samples that will come up in 
criminal trials. 

The main lab is in Raleigh. 


SEE CRIME, 9A 


Fans of Christmas lights turn up 
the creativity on decorations 
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BY JOSH SHAFFER 
jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

This Christmas, the bar for 
holiday light displays has shot 
higher than a four-story chim- 
ney, introducing a new level of 
eye-popping, kilowatt-gobbling 
merriment. 

An amateur Griswold with a 
string of incandescent bulbs 
must now compete with holo- 
graphic projectors that beam 
Santas into bedroom windows, 
LED lamps that create realistic 
snowstorms and FM radio 
transmitters that provide a 
soundtrack of carols for 
anyone driving by. 

But the Triangle’s cul de 
sacs wind on, and holiday 
websites often lead Christmas 
light fans toward electronic 
duds. So in the spirit of giving, 
we at the N&O offer this guide 
to the best, brightest, most 
over-the-top exhibits we’ve 
seen. 
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PHOTOS BY CHRIS SEWARD eawardiancncobeeiver com 
A projection of Santa in the window appears to wave at passers-by at 2216 Abbey Lane in North Raleigh. 


Decorations shine at the Lake Myra Christmas Lights Show in 
downtown Wendell. It’s the state’s largest computer-driven display. 


Drive slowly and tip the 
elves. 


6001 COUNTRYVIEW LANE, 
SOUTHERN WAKE COUNTY 
Best Route: Follow Lake 
Wheeler Road south of Ra- 
leigh, then right on Penny 
Road and right again on Olde 


South Road. Countryview 
comes up quickly on the right. 
Background: For more than a 
decade, Bobby Moore oper- 
ated what might be the cra- 
ziest set of lights in the county, 
featuring a Ferris wheel, a 
UFO and a smoke-belching 
Tyrannosaurus. Nicknamed 


Know of a display we missed? 
Send a photo or video to 


jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


and we'll look into it. 


“Happyland,” his flashy ar- 
rangement off Penny Road 
took the top prize last year in 
ABC’s “Great Christmas Light 
Fight” TV competition. 

Some of those trimmings 
date back to the 1950s, when 
Moore’s father built floats for 
Raleigh’s Christmas parade. 
But this year, Moore passed 
the bulbs to his son Robby, 
who erected roughly 60 per- 
cent of his dad’s collection 
only a few miles away off Olde 
South Road. Santa in a para- 
chute. South Park characters. 
A pair of camels. 


SEE LIGHTS, 12A 
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